
                                                  The Nose Knows 
     (written by Jo-Lynn Hefferman) 
 
One of the fastest growing dog sports around is Canine Scentwork. Based on the 
work of canine scent detection dogs in law enforcement, the trials are a lot of fun 
for both dog and handler.  The two main orgainizations who sponsor trials, training 
and workshops are the American Kennel Club and the National Association of Canine 
Scentwork (NACSW).  AKC rrefers to their program as Scentwork and NACSW refers 
to their program as Noswork. 
 
After basic classes,  the dogs are introduced to 
“target odors”.  These odors are used in trial situations.  In AKC, the target odors are 
birch, anise, clove and cypress.  The target odors used in NACSW are birch, anise, clove 
or a combination of all three.  AKC offers the opportunity to title in Novice, Advanced, 
Excellent, Master and Detective.  Titles may be earned individually in several “elements”. 
These elements consist of Containers, Interior, Exterior, Buried and Handler discrimination. 
 
NACSW trials offer the opportunity to title in Nosework Level 1,2,3, Elite and Summit. 
In order to title, the dog and handler must pass all four elements on the day of a trial. 
These elements consist of container, interior, vehicle and exterior.  Titles may also be earned for 
each element at the Nosework 3 level after three qualifying legs in each of 
the four elements.  Very challenging, but so fascinating to watch the dogs problem solve 
at each level.   
 
When searching for a class to begin, it is advantageous to train under a certified NACSW 
instructor.  The complete rigorous training and can assist in developing the best 
foundations for you and your dog.  More detailed information may be found on the AKC 
Website:  www.akc.org and NACSW website:  www.nacsw.net 
 
Happy sniffing! 

http://www.akc.org/
http://www.nacsw.net/

